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THE CSICAND THE MBG
The Spanish Government created in 1907 theCouncil for the Extension of Studies and
Scientific Research (“Junta para Ampliación de Estudios e Investigaciones Científicas” -
JAE) aiming to end Spain isolation and to enhance links with the European science and
culture, being Santiago Ramón y Cajal, awarded with a Nobel Prize in 1907, its President.
This new body had the mission of training the staff responsible for implementing the reforms
needed in science, culture and education. The scientific and cultural programme by the JAE
represented the creation of laboratories and research centres and the awarding of fellowships
for training study abroad, facilitating that leading Spanish thinkers and scientists contacted
with those in different countries. In 1939, the Government created the Spanish National
Research Council (“Consejo Superior de Investigaciones Científicas”-CSIC) that
incorporated all the institutes and laboratories belonging to the later JAE.
Currently, the CSIC is a StateAgency that is the Spanish largest and most important public
research organization. The mission of the CSIC is to promote, coordinate, develop, and
disseminate multidisciplinary scientific and technological research in order to contribute to
economic, social, and cultural development and the progress of knowledge. Furthermore, it
aims to train research personnel and provide advice to public and private institutions on
subjects within its areas of expertise. The CSIC has 126 centers or institutes and 145 associated
units, distributed in eight fields of research: Humanities and Social Sciences, Biology and
Biomedicine, Natural Resources,Agricultural Sciences, Physics, Chemistry, Materials Science
and Technology, and Food Science and Technology.
The Misión Biológica de Galicia (MBG) was founded in 1921 by the JAE, being Cruz
Gallástegui its first Director. It was located in the School of Veterinary of Santiago de
Compostela until 1926, when the School of Veterinary was located out of the region. In 1927,
the Provincial Government (“Diputación Provincial”) of Pontevedra offered the Old Palace
of Salcedo as a new location for the MBG. In 1939 the MBG become an institute belonging
to the CSIC.
The objective of the MBG was to address the agricultural problems of the main crops of
Galicia (maize, potatoes, brassica, chestnut trees) trough a genetical approach. The modern
history of the MBG began in 1974 based on maize breeding, collecting firstly a local
germplasm collection that was studied from several points of view obtaining a valuable and
documented maize germplasm collection that was the base for selection programs to improve
adaptation and yield. The MBG grew and new programs were developed based on other crops.
In 1987 began the legume (beans and peas) program, in 1990 a collection of grapevines was
established, and during these years local varieties of the Brassica crops (kales, turnip greens,
turnip tops, and leaf rape kales) were also collected. Collecting, conservation and
characterization of genetic resources were the initial priorities in all programs. Currently, there
are two research Departments at the MBG, Plant Genetics and Plant Genetic Resources, with
research lines focussed on genetics and breeding. The main goal of the MBG is to obtain
novel knowledge on the genetic processes involved in adaptation and evolution, resistance to
stresses, and quality of crops.
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